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ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM

This symposium unites three burgeoning areas of scholarship in religious history:
the examination of the “lived history” of the Second Vatican Council; an a.na]ysis
of the Roman Catholic Church as an transnational actor in g]oba] history; and
efforts to cleve]op a comprehensive understancling of Catholic women’s religious

institutes through the lens of the history ofgellder and voluntarism during one
of the most transformative moments in their collective history. How did women

religious made sense of the changes in religious life, and how did local and global
circumstances shape the lives of women religious within and across congregations?

Invited by the Council to renew their lives and examine their founding charisms,
women religious found the experience alternating exhilarating and agonizing;
they worked out their aggiornamento in a world simultaneously rocked by the
l:lisintegration oFempires and a revolution in gender roles. At this symposium,
presenters from ten countries will use focused studies to describe the experience
of sisters in disparate sites ranging from cloistered communities in Australia

to activist outposts in Central America. The complexiry of transnational
re]ationships within Far-ﬂung networks of women religious appear in studies
of European and American women’s experience of mission sites in Africa and
Asia, w hile other speakers investigate African sisters’ experience as they now
immigrate to the global north. Theological and governance debates at a range
of “renewal c]‘lapters” shed ]ig]‘lt on how women re]igious felt their way towards
new urldersta.ndings of key topics like ]iturgy, authoriry, prayer, and mission.

In concert with the Cushwa Center’s ongoing project on the Lived History of
Vatican II, this symposium establishes new territory in the study of the international
history of a church now open and receptive to “the joys and hopes, griefs and
anxieties” of the age.
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