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By all accounts, Ashley
Huizar and the four other Advo-
cate Sherman Hospital nurses
shouldn’t even have been on the
route they were taking to a work
conference in Iowa lastmonth.
“We took two cars and the

driver of the first car plugged in
the address of the conference
and, instead of the highway, it
had us taking a different way on
Route 64,” Huizar recalled. “We

just decided to follow that route
instead.”
The decision would prove

life-altering for more than just
the nurses.
Barely 20 miles into their jour-

ney from theElginhospitalwhere
they work, they came upon a
two-vehicle crash at Route 64
and First Street just west of Syca-
more in rural DeKalbCounty.
The nurses were in a two-car

caravan and Huizar was in the
trailing car. They drove through
the intersection and they could

see one car off in a ditch and
another in the middle of the
intersection with significant
front-end damage and airbag
deployment.
The nurse driving the first car

pulled off to the shoulder and the
nurse drivingHuizar and another
nurse followed suit.
“We got out to assess the sit-

uation and all the sudden this
bystander comes running up
yelling, ‘This lady over here looks

Sherman Hospital nurse saves
driver whose heart stopped

COURTESY OF ADVOCATE HEALTH CARE

Advocate Sherman Hospital emergency room nurse Ashley Huizar is
being hailed as a hero for saving the life of a woman whose heart
stopped beating after a crash she happened upon on her way to a
work conference in Iowa.
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On a beautiful October day in 1979,
enormous crowds flocked to Chicago’s
Grant Park to catch a glimpse of the
first Polish pope in the history of the
Catholic Church.
“The crowd was electric, being there,

listening to him and for the Mass, and
it's just a specialmemory that I treasure
today,” remembers Dave Brencic, then
a University of Illinois journalism stu-
dent and now associate director of the
Office of the Diaconate for the Archdi-
ocese of Chicago.
Among the Catholic faithful, the

stunning election of Robert Pre-
vost as the first American pon-
tiff has stirred memories of that
whirlwind papal visit more than
45 years ago. What’s more, Pope
Leo XIV’s Chicago credentials — born
at Mercy Hospital on the South Side,
raised in suburban Dolton, known to
root for the Sox — have kindled hopes
he might make an official local visit of
his own as leader of the church.
“I never thought we’d have an Amer-

ican pope. So if he comes here … I
know he’d be greeted the same way
John Paul was,” said retiredMundelein
High School history teacher Bill Gorski.
A 20-something Gorski saw Pope

JohnPaul II celebrateMass in the park-
ing lot of Five HolyMartyrs in Brighton
Park.
“It was packed,” Gorski said. “Peo-

ple were literally shoulder to shoulder,
and when he came out, there was like
a roar. He loved the people that were
there, and they loved him.”
Cardinal Karol Wojtyla was 58 years

old when he became pope — about

‘The crowd was electric’
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An Oct. 5, 1979 photo shows Pope John Paul II acknowledging the crowd
gathered in Chicago’s Grant Park before celebrating an outdoor Mass.

Catholics recall 1979 Chicago papal
visit, hope for new Pope Leo’s return

COURTESY OF THE MIDWEST AUGUSTINIAN PROVINCE
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An undated picture shows Robert Prevost,
now Pope Leo XIV, with Pope John Paul II.
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VATICANCITY—Pope LeoXIV laid out
the vision of his papacy Saturday, identify-
ing artificial intelligence as one of themost
critical matters facing humanity and vow-
ing to continue with some of the core pri-
orities of Pope Francis.
But in a sign he was making the papacy

verymuch his own, Leomade his first out-
ing sincehis election, traveling to a sanctu-
ary south of Rome that is dedicated to the
Madonna and is of particular significance
to his Augustinian order and his name-
sake, Pope LeoXIII.
Townspeople of Genazzano gathered in

the square outside the main church hous-
ing theMadre del BuonConsiglio (Mother
of GoodCounsel) sanctuary as Leo arrived
and greeted them.The sanctuary, which is
managed by Augustinian friars, has been a
place of pilgrimage since the 15th century
and the previous Pope Leo elevated it to a
minor basilica and expanded the adjacent
convent in the early 1900s.
After praying in the church, Leo greeted

the townspeople and told them they had
both a gift and a responsibility in having
the Madonna in their midst. He offered a
blessing and then got back into the pas-
senger seat of the car, a black Volkswagen.
En route back to the Vatican, he stopped
to pray at Francis’ tomb at St. Mary Major
Basilica.
The after-lunch outing came after Leo

presided over his first formal audience,
with the cardinals who elected him pope.
In it Leo repeatedly cited Francis and the

Pope Leo
lays out
his vision
of papacy
Pontiff identifies AI
as a main challenge
for humanity
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Outside Naperville North
High School on Saturday, a
mini-fest — with kids’ activities,
inflatable attractions, livemusic,
food trucks and a car show —
was taking place. Inside, donors
participating in the sixth annual
A Pint for Kim blood drive were
saving lives.
Described as the state’s larg-

est single-day blood drive, the
annual event was inspired by
Kimberley Benedyk Sandford,
a Naperville wife and mother of

two sonsdiagnosed in 2012with
a rare combination of two dif-
ferent cancers. For eight years,
she battled the disease, endur-
ing surgeries and chemother-
apy. As it does with many can-
cer patients, the chemotherapy
caused anemia which was diag-
nosed in December 2019 and
subsequently required her to
have dozens of blood and plate-
let transfusions.
According to apintforkim.

com, “Kim was only able to
receive these transfusions
because strangers somewhere
wokeuponedayanddecided to

selflesslydonateblood.”
In early 2020, Sandford and

her family began organizing
a blood drive scheduled for
March 8 of that year. Sandford
didnot live to see it.OnMarch3,
2020, she died. Per her request,
the blood drive took place as
planned.
Partnering with Versiti Blood

Center of Illinois, which pro-
vides blood products and ser-
vices to more than 80 North-
ern Illinois and Northwest
Indiana hospitals, organizers
arranged for 50 appointments
the first year. When those filled

up, they added 50 more. By the
end of the drive, 400 people had
donated, said Kristyn Benedyk,
Sandford’s sister.
Having outgrown its first two

locations, A Pint for Kim relo-
cated several years ago to the
high school Sandford’s sons
attend. Held on the Saturday
before Mother’s Day, it has
becomeabecomeacommunity
tradition with the number of
pints increasing every year.This
year Benedyk expects that num-
ber toexceed620.

A Pint for Kim: Blood donors save lives on Saturday
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a decade younger than
Baby Boomer Leo. Given
the relatively younger age
of the new pope, David
Lantigua, the co-direc-
tor of the Cushwa Center
for the Study of American
Catholicism at the Univer-
sity of Notre Dame, said he
would be surprised if Leo
wouldn’t make at least a
U.S. trip at some point.

“It’d be hard to see
Chicago not in that pic-
ture, just given its his-
toric importance, too, with
Catholicism in the U.S.,” he
said.

Like the sheep
From the loggia of St.

Peter’s Basilica, in his
opening address to the
world, Leo spoke to the
diocese in Peru where he
served as a bishop. The late
Pope Francis appointed
him to the role.

“This is where I see
so much of Francis. He
thanked his community,”
Lantigua said. “Francis,
when he was elected, he
said, ‘You went to the ends
of the earth and found a
pope.’ And similarly, Pre-
vost says to his flock in
Peru, thank you for accom-
panying me as your bishop.

“And I just find that to
be very telling of the way
that he sees the role of the
pastor as being one who

is close and in proximity
and even to use Francis’s
language, ‘smells like the
sheep,’ right?”

One of his key points in
that address was “to say
the church as a mission is
meant to go out into the
world and to bring good
news and to bring love to
those who are suffering, to
give them hope,” Lantigua
said.

“He’s just very much
formed and shaped by the
church in Latin America
that has shaped Pope Fran-
cis … that to me is actu-
ally what’s not so shocking
about his election,” Lanti-
gua said, “is that he knows
exactly what Francis means

by reform and by being a
missionary church com-
ing from that Latin Amer-
ican experience, and yet
he’s going to communicate
that in, I think, in a distinc-
tive way.”

Father Andy Matijevic,
associate pastor of Holy
Name Cathedral and a Pal-
atine native, recognized
that “missionary heart” in
the new Bishop of Rome.
Matijevic served at an ordi-
nation Mass with Prevost
for the Augustinians in 2016
at St. Rita of Cascia Parishon
Chicago’s South Side.

“It’s just a very humbling
thing to know who walked
out, but also joy that the
chair of St. Peter is now
filled again,” Matijevic said,
calling the new pontiff a
“very humble man.”

For Chicago Catholics,
the papal excitement level
is “over the roof,” Matijevic
said.

“Nobody really thought
an American would be a
pope, and much less from
Chicago,” he said.

What’s the significance
of his chosen papal name?
Leo in Latin means lion,
Matijevic notes. The last
pontiff with the name,
Pope Leo XIII, called for
social reform in the 19th
century.

“I think choosing the
name Leo is a unique nod
to social justice and social
outreach, but also to being
a lion in the world, of say-
ing this is what we believe
and why we believe that,”
Matijevic said.

‘Thrill of a lifetime’
At Holy Name Cathedral,

there’s a plaque in the nar-
thex area commemorating
John Paul II’s visit, Matije-
vic said.

Brencic’s family gathered
on his grandparents’ front

porch when the pope’s
motorcade drove past their
home.

“He blessed their house
right as he passed,” Brencic
said. For his grandparents,
“that was like the thrill of a
lifetime for them, because
they were very, very devout
Catholics, and they put a
picture of him by like a lit-
tle shrine in their house,
after that day as a special
memory.”

The son of Poland’s
visit lasted only 40 hours,
according to the Joseph
Cardinal Bernardin
Archives and Records Cen-
ter, but it resonated not just
with devout Catholics.

“The residents of Chi-
cago just took pride that
the pope chose Chicago to
come visit,” Brencic said.

People were reaching
out and shaking his hand,
said former Daily Herald
photographer Dave Tonge,

who captured the pope
on a “beautiful day” in
Chicago.

“He bonded with peo-
ple, and he had, the word
that is probably overused,
but he had such charisma,”
said Gorski, who has lived
in Arlington Heights with
his wife Laura since being
married in 1982 and raising
their three daughters there.

He got a ticket to attend
the Five Holy Martyrs Mass
through his mentor, the
late Rev. Matt Bednarz, a
friend of Pope John Paul II.

“It was like yesterday.
Everybody was smiling.
Everybody cared about
everybody,” Gorski said.

Ask Brencic if he could
imagine Leo having a sim-
ilar reception back home
in Chicago, and it’s hard
to say. But, “I think people
would certainly love to see
a hometown boy,” he said
with a laugh.

Visit:New pope’s focus is to bring good news, love to those suffering
Continued fromPage1
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Father Andy Matijevic, now associate pastor of Chicago’s Holy Name Cathedral, with newly elected Pope Leo XIV
in 2016.
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Pope John Paul II cele-
brates mass during his
visit to Chicago in October
1979.

AP FILE PHOTO

Chicago Archbishop Cardinal Cody directs Pope John
Paul II en route to the altar at Chicago’s Grant Park on
Oct. 5, 1979.
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